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XPI - The Xanadu Parameter Interface. 
N. White, P. Barrett, B. O’Neel, 
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P. Jacobs, (HEASARC/NASA-GSFC) 


XPI is a table driven parameter interface which greatly simplifies both 
command driven programs such as BROWSE and XIMAGE as well as stand 
alone single-task programs. It moves all of the syntax and semantic parsing 
of commands and parameters out of the users code into common code and 
externally defined tables. This allows the programmer to concentrate on 
writing the code unique to the application rather than reinventing the user 
interface and for external graphical interfaces to interface with no changes 
to the command driven program. XPI also includes a compatibility library 
which allows programs written using the IRAF host interface (Mandel and 
Roll) to use XPI in place of the IRAF host interface. 
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